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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Visitors to Geneva who arrive by train are met with

a surprise as they pull into the station. Towering over
them like a monumental piece of sculpture is a long,
gently curving building that backs on to the rail lines.
This student housing, located in a rapidly changing
area of central Geneva, forms part of the future Campus
de la Paix development.

The building is arranged over ten floors and situated
above the western end of a commuter parking facility,
which provides its structural base. All the service
areas and common areas are located on the ground floor,
which is at street level, while apartments are arranged
over the upper floors. All apartments extend from the
east fagade to the west and are accessed from external
galleries, which also function as communal areas for
students to gather.

The ten projecting concrete floor slabs filter railway
noise and also provide solar screening. As the building
rises, the slabs become progressively narrower, visually
lightening the structure. Their vertical superimposition
adds interest to the western fagade and accentuates

the building’s verticality. The simplicity of the
structural design has enabled the architects to produce
a sophisticated piece of architecture that dynamically
responds to the physical constraints posed by the site.

81 Typical floor plan 82 Long sectiom
83 South elevation 84 Cross-section
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